POWER & POLITICS IN EAST ASIA

POLS 331-01	TR 10:50-12:05 pm
Spring 2024	Location: SH-N215

Prof. Reo Matsuzaki	Office Hours:
Email: reo.matsuzaki@trincoll.edu	M 9:00-11:00 am (via Zoom)
Office: Downes Mem. 207	R 3:00-4:00 pm (in person)

Teaching Assistant: Sijie Cai	TBD
Email: sijie.cai@trincoll.edu	

The uniqueness of East Asia in the study of political development cannot be overstated. Whereas attempts to impose a modern governance system onto society have often failed, the few successful cases are largely found in East Asia. While united in the strength of their states, the region exhibits tremendous diversity in political regimes, from post-totalitarian North Korea to South Korea’s vibrant democracy. East Asia thus offers unparalleled opportunities to examine fundamental questions on establishing, maintaining, and challenging power and authority. Through scholarly works on Japan, South Korea, North Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland China, and with a thematic focus on statebuilding, democratization, authoritarian governance, and contentious politics, the seminar offers a theoretically-oriented introduction to the study of this dynamic region.

Course requirements:

1. Class attendance, participation, and engagement. 20% of grade.
· Students will be evaluated by the instructor every class on their level and quality of participation and will receive grades of A, B, or C if present, and F if absent.
· In preparation for class discussion, students are required to read and take notes on all assigned materials prior to class. Assessment of a student’s quality of participation will depend on their ability to discuss the assigned text.
· In addition, students are encouraged to prepare a discussion memo for the readings. These memos, which should be between one and two single-spaced pages for each reading, should include discussion of: (i) the central arguments/insights of the reading; (ii) key pieces of evidence that are presented to illustrate/demonstrate the author’s arguments/insights; (iii) points of disagreement between the author and other authors that you’ve read; and (iv) your assessment and critique of the author’s arguments, methodology, and evidence.
· These memos, if they adequately cover the above points, will count as bonus points (0.5 points each) toward your discussion grade. Discussion memos must be typed and submitted at the end of the class for which it was written.

2. Four analytical papers. Approximately 6-7 double-spaced pages each. 20% x 4 = 80% of grade.
· Students will write a short paper every three to four weeks on a topic of their choosing. The paper should (i) advance a clear argument; (ii) have a logical and coherent structure; (iii) entertain and discuss competing hypotheses and arguments by an array of scholars (6-8); and (iv) make use of ample evidence found in the assigned readings to support your conclusions. These four criteria will be weighted equally in grading your paper.
· Due dates for these assignments are Feb 18, Mar 10, Apr 14, and May 5.

In all, students should expect to spend an average of 9 hours per week studying and completing assignments for this class.
Readings: All readings can be found on the course’s Moodle page. Students are expected to either bring printed copies of the readings or detailed notes to class, as discussion will revolve around the assigned texts. Students may obtain financial assistance from the college to cover essential academic expenses, including printing, by applying for the Student Emergency and Equity Fund. See: https://www.trincoll.edu/dean-of-students/campus-life-resources/student-emergency-fund/  

Classroom electronics policy: There is now considerable evidence demonstrating that using laptops in the classroom not only detracts from learning, but also taking notes on a laptop results in a shallower understanding of the material. As a general rule, I do not allow the use of electronic devices in the classroom. Exceptions may be made if prior approval is obtained from the instructor.

Phones: Please turn your phones off, and do not text during class. Violating this policy will result in a zero for participation grade for that class.

Late policy: Papers will be marked down a sixth of a grade (e.g., B  B/B-) for each day late. A final grade for the course will be assigned only after all assignments are completed. If grades remain unassigned after two weeks following the end of the semester, and if no prior arrangements are made for an incomplete grade, the grade for the course will automatically become an F.

Absences: If students miss class for reasons of sickness, family emergency, or other comparable circumstances, they will have an opportunity to receive partial credit for that session by submitting a discussion memo as make-up work.

Bathroom breaks: I have found it an odd cultural phenomenon at Trinity that students routinely leave class to use the bathroom. I encourage students to only consider using the bathroom in those rare occasions when not doing so would prove more distracting.

Citations and plagiarism: All written work must be authored by you. Any ideas, arguments, evidence, etc. that you draw on must be cited. All texts that are directly quoted from your sources must be placed within quotations.

Academic accommodations: Trinity College is committed to creating an inclusive and accessible learning environment consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Like many things, the need for disability accommodations and the process for arranging them may be altered by the COVID-19 changes we are experiencing and the safety protocols currently in place. Students with disabilities who may need some accommodation in order to fully participate in this class are urged to contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, as soon as possible, to explore what arrangements need to be made to assure access. If you have approval for academic accommodations, please notify me by the end of week two of classes. For those students with accommodations approved after the start of the semester, a minimum of 10 days’ notice is required. Please be sure to meet with me privately to discuss implementation. Student Accessibility Resources can be reached by emailing SARC@trincoll.edu.

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS, READINGS, and ASSIGNMENTS:

Week 1: What explains variation in statebuilding?

Jan 23: Introduction and review of syllabus

Jan 25: Statebuilding from Tokugawa to Meiji Japan
· James W. White, “State Growth and Popular Protest in Tokugawa Japan,” Journal of Japanese Studies 14.1 (1988): 1-25
· D. Eleanor Westney, Imitation and Innovation: The Transfer of Western Organizational Patterns to Meiji Japan (Harvard University Press, 1987), pp. 1-32

Week 2: Obtaining societal support for statebuilding

Jan 30: Building the modern Chinese state and the cultural nexus of power
· Elizabeth Remick, Building Local States: China During the Republican and Post-Mao Eras (Harvard University Press, 2004), pp. 29-32, 35-37
· Prasenjit Duara, Culture, Power, and the State: Rural North China, 1900-1942 (Stanford University Press, 1988), pp. 1-6, 24-38, 42-65, 73-77, 81-85, 217-26

Feb 1: Collaboration or indoctrination? Spiritual connection or commitment to modernity? 
· Sheldon Garon, “Rethinking Modernization and Modernity in Japanese History: A Focus on State-Society Relations,” The Journal of Asian Studies 53.2 (1994): 346-66
· Daikichi Irokawa, “The Emperor System” in The Culture of the Meiji Period (Princeton University Press 1985[1970]), pp. 245-50, 280-311

Week 3: Technologies of statebuilding

Feb 6: Monuments and spectacles
· Takashi Fujitani, Splendid Monarchy: Power and Pageantry in Modern Japan (University of California Press, 1998), pp. 95-111, 121-45
· Wu Hung, “Tiananmen Square: A Political History of Monuments,” Representations 35 (1991): 84-117

Feb 8: Statistics 
· Aya Homei, Science for Governing Japan’s Population (Cambridge UP, 2022), pp. 25-57
· Fabian Drixler and Reo Matsuzaki, “Façade Fictions: Performative Compliance and Spaces of Impunity in Meiji Japan,” draft manuscript, December 2023

Week 4: Technologies of statebuilding (continued)

Feb 13: Policing
· Reo Matsuzaki, “State Building Amid Resistance: Administrative Intermediaries and the Making of Colonial Taiwan,” Polity 51.2 (2019): 231-60
· Jeffrey Martin, Sentiment, Reason, and Law: Policing in the Republic of China on Taiwan (Cornell University Press, 2019), pp. 33-63

Feb 15: Discussion of paper 1

Paper 1 due on Feb 18
Week 5: Democratization and its limits in East Asia

Feb 20: The case of Taiwan
· Yun Fan, “Taiwan: No Civil Society, No Democracy,” in Muthiah Alagappa, ed., Civil Society and Political Change in Asia (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004), 164-90
· Tun-Jen Cheng, “Democratizing the Quasi-Leninist Regime in Taiwan,” World Politics 41.4 (1989): 471-99

Feb 22: Trinity Days

Week 6: Democratization and its limits in East Asia (continued)

Feb 27: The case of South Korea
· Hagen Koo, “Middle Classes, Democratization, and Class Formation: The Case of South Korea,” Theory and Society 20.4 (1991): 485-509
· Aram Hur and Andrew Yeo, “Democratic Ceilings: The Long Shadow of Nationalist Polarization in East Asia,” Comparative Political Studies 57.4 (2024): 584-612

Feb 29: Will the Chinese people demand democracy? Will the CCP concede?
· Dan Slater and Joseph Wong, From Development to Democracy: The Transformations of Modern Asia (Princeton University Press, 2022), pp. 1-10, 15-25, 150-75
· Kellee Tsai, Capitalism without Democracy: The Private Sector in Contemporary China (Cornell University Press, 2007), pp. 1-6, 44-45, 61-73, 93-104

Week 7: Marketization and social change in North Korea
 
Mar 5: What does the future hold for North Korea’s post-totalitarian regime?
· Charles K. Armstrong, “Ideological Introversion and Regime Survival: North Korea’s ‘Our-Style Socialism,’” in Why Communist Did Not Collapse, ed. Martin K. Dimitrov (Cambridge University Press, 2013), pp. 99-119
· Andrei Lankov, The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia (Oxford University Press, 2013), pp. 75-108
· Changyong Choi, “‘Everyday Politics’ in North Korea,” Journal of Asian Studies 72.3 (2013): 655-73

Mar 7: Discussion of Paper 2

Paper 2 due on Mar 10

Week 8: Spring Break

Week 9: Deliberative and collaborative authoritarianism as an alternative to liberal democracy?

Mar 19: Authoritarian deliberation
· Baogang He and Mark Warren, “Authoritarian Deliberation: The Deliberative Turn in Chinese Political Development,” Perspectives on Politics 9.2 (2011): 269-89
· Beibei Tang, Governing Neighborhoods in Urban China: Changing State-Society Relations (Cornell University Press, 2023), pp. 66-87

Mar 21: Quasi-democratic institutions at the grassroots?
· Anthony Spires, “Contingent Symbiosis and Civil Society in an Authoritarian State: Understanding the Survival of China’s Grassroots NGOs,” AJS 117.1 (2011): 1-45
· Kevin O’Brien and Rongbin Han, “Path to Democracy? Assessing Village Elections in China,” Journal of Contemporary China 18 (2009): 359-78

Week 10: Explaining CCP’s popular support

Mar 26: Performance, governance, and legitimacy
· Bruce Dickson, The Dictator’s Dilemma: The Chinese Communist Party’s Strategy for Survival (Oxford University Press, 2016), pp. 164-213
· Iza Ding, “Performative Governance,” World Politics 72.4 (2020): 525-56

Mar 28: Logic of censorship in China
· Margaret Roberts, Censored: Distraction and Diversion Inside China’s Great Firewall (Princeton University Press, 2018), pp. 1-17, 104-21, 147-222

Week 11: Social control and domination

Apr 2: Everyday repression and surveillance
· Lynette Ong, Outsourcing Repression: Everyday State Power in Contemporary China (Oxford University Press, 2022), pp. 1-5, 44-72
· Fan Liang, et al., “Constructing a Data-Driven Society: China’s Social Credit System as a State Surveillance Infrastructure,” Policy and Internet 10.4 (2018), pp. 415-38
· Chris Buckley, Vivian Wang, and Keith Bradsher, “Living by the Code: In China, Covid-Era Controls May Outlast the Virus,” The New York Times, Jan 30, 2022

Apr 4: Totalitarian rule in Xinjiang
· Philip Potter and Chen Wang, Zero Tolerance: Repression and Political Violence on China’s New Silk Road (Cambridge University Press, 2022), pp. 1-27, 106-44, 175-96
· Darren Byler, “Violent Paternalism: On the Banality of Uyghur Unfreedom,” The Asia-Pacific Journal Vol. 16, Issue 24, No. 4 (2018): 1-15

Week 12: How robust is the Chinese authoritarian system?

Apr 9: Institutional decay or continued resilience?
· Carl Minzner, End of an Era: How China’s Authoritarian Revival is Undermining Its Rise (Oxford University Press, 2018), pp. 67-112
· Yuen Yuen Ang, “How Resilient Is the CCP?” Journal of Democracy 33.3 (2022): 77-91

Apr 11: Discussion of Paper 3

Paper 3 due on Apr 14

Week 13: Causes, characteristics, and consequences of labor mobilization

Apr 16: Causes and characteristics of labor mobilization
· Ching Kwan Lee, Against the Law: Labor Protests in China’s Rustbelt and Sunbelt (University of California Press, 2007), pp. 3-29, 69-122, 157-203
Apr 18: Can micro-mobilizations have large-scale and long-lasting impacts?
· Diana Fu, Mobilizing without the Masses: Control and Contention in China (Cambridge University Press, 2018), pp. 1-23, 92-156

Week 14: What is the likelihood of large-scale mobilization today?

Apr 23: The current state of the Chinese student population
· Elizabeth Perry, “Educated Acquiescence: How Academia Sustains Authoritarianism in China,” Tehory and Society 49 (2022): 1-22
· Peter Hessler, “How Chinese Students Experience America,” The New Yorker, April 8, 2024

Apr 25: What does the White Paper protests tell us about China’s revolutionary potential?
· Kin-man Chan, “Unwritten Endings: Revolutionary Potential of China’s A4 Protests,” Sociologica 17.1 (2023): 57-66
· Lynette Ong, “The CCP after the Zero-Covid Fail,” Journal of Democracy 34.2 (2023): 32-46

Week 15: Wrap up

Apr 30: Discussion of Paper 4

Paper 4 due on May 5
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